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â€œWhy's the world so tough? It's like walking through meat in high heels.â€•A road, a wild night; a

drunken guide, Scullery, conducts a tour of the derelict Lancashire road on which he lives. In this

seminal play that gives expression to the road's poverty-stricken inhabitants, we are taken on a

journey from the gutter to the stars and back.This is published to coincide with the revival of Jim

Cartwright's 1986 game-changing play to the Royal Court, London in June 2017.
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Uncomfortable and magical, funny and bitter. It is a northern Under Milk Wood,  high on pills and

boozeSunday TimesRoad is indeed an original, affecting, rumbustious and truly remarkable piece of

workFinancial TimesThe writing [is] so immediate and entertaining too. As a first piece of work [it] is

absolutely seminal.Guardian

Jim Cartwright is an award-winning and internationally acclaimed playwright and screenwriter. His

plays are consistently in production, have been translated into over 35 languages, and have been

performed in most major theatres of the world, including the West End of London, Royal Court,

National Theatre and Broadway. His theatre works include, amongst many others, Road, Bed, Two,

The Rise and Fall of Little Voice and King of the Teds.



This play was recently voted the 36th best of all time, and its easy to see why. It has never been put

on in the US, mainly because of its downbeat message and the fact that it relies on something of an

understanding of Britain, but you truly are missing out on something special. This play is a political,

poetic vision of despair, the endlessness and emptiness of life in poverty. It is a fantastic character

study which inspires, moves and is tragically heartbreaking.
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